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Every person 
needs a place 

that is furnished 
with hope.  

Maya Angelou 

Welcome Back! 
This is the end of our first week back! Whether your child is in-person or remote, we 
are happy to have our students, teachers and staff back in together at last! As I visited 
the schools this week, it was clear that our teachers, staff and administrators have been 
working tirelessly to come up with creative, safe solutions to the difficulties presented 
to us by COVID 19. The dedicated folks in our schools have aptly tackled the 
monumental task of physically, emotionally and cognitively getting ready to make 
school a warm, welcoming, and safe place. This is the ultimate team effort; we are 
very literally all responsible for one another! The response to our new procedures and 
support of the families and students has made this transition even easier. Everyone 
should be very proud of the way our schools have been able to meet this challenge.  

 

Indoor and outdoor spaces ready at HES 
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We’re all in this 
together! 

 

AVS keeping spaces clean! 

` 
Ready for students at LCS 

 

Where Can I Get More Information? 
School Websites: You can find your school’s return to learning plan and COVID 
resources 
Facebook: Each school posts often on the school Facebook page 
Swiftreach: Make sure you are getting messages from the principal! 
Email: Most emails will be answered within a few days 
School Committee Meetings: All are offered via Zoom so you do not have to leave 
your home! 
Superintendent Updates: Mrs. Clark will be sending out monthly updates 
Start Here: You can find links to all of the above at www.union.fivetowns.net 
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Our New Normal 
 
 

Horace Mann once said, “The best teachers teach from the heart, not the book.” As we build our new routines 
and procedures in order to get back to in person schooling safely, I can’t help thinking how right Mann was. 
Our teachers have had to rethink and relearn what it means to be an excellent teacher. All the best practices we 
have been focused on- collaboration, peer to peer discourse, and small group intervention and support- need to 
be reworked, given our new normal. On the other hand, the pandemic has heightened the importance of 
relationships and families and schools partnering like never before to educate our children. What has not 
changed, however is the passion and heart the educators of SU #69 bring to work every day.  
 
To do this well, we need to be diligent in our adherence to health and safety protocols and, oddly enough, think 
about those of us in schools as we go about our lives outside of school. Right now, the response of the 
community, staff and students has far exceeded our expectations. Everyone has taken the new protocols 
seriously and we are grateful!  
 
Be on the lookout for monthly updates from me, where I will share the fabulous happenings in your schools! 
We will also be reaching out through surveys and offering virtual focus groups to hear from you as this school 
year unfolds. Thank you for inviting and welcoming me to this wonderful community, I look forward to 
working closely with you all! 
 
Kate 
 
 

 


